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The Newsletter of the Welwyn Archaeological Society 
Autumn 2009 

 
Editorial 
As I sit in a converted granary in the far east of 

Romania surrounded by tonnes of finds (literally) 

Welwyn, the Society and the archaeology of 

Hertfordshire seem a world away.  They are, 

however, close to my heart and as the new lecture 

season rapidly approaches I find myself writing 

this newsletter during an enforced day out of the 

field due to unseasonable rain. 

As most of you know, Tony retired from 

the directorship of the Society at the last AGM 

after a mere 49 years at the helm.  It is a great 

honour to have been elected in his place as both 

Director and Chair.  The commitment and 

dedication to the Society shown by Tony over the 

years has been immense and I am not ashamed to 

say I will be unable to match him in either that 

regard, or in the longevity of his tenure!  The 

Society unanimously elected Tony ‘Honorary 

Director for Life’ in thanks for all the work he has 

put in over the years.  Tony has and will remain 

active in the work of the Society and I am sure we 

will see him and Merle on a regular basis. 

This newsletter contains a “Meet the 

Committee” section as well as reproducing the 

Society’s new constitution. Also included are a 

report on the work for the CORS project, a report 

about the on-going post-excavation work writing-

up the “Great White Hole” at Hawbush Close and 

a piece on “What I did last summer”. 

Since the last AGM the Society has been 

very active.  Firstly, the Society put up a display 

at the street fair during the Welwyn Festival and 

on the Sunday outside the Roman baths.  I would 

like to thank all the Society members who helped 

man the stall and talk to the public.  Secondly, the 

Society has been working for the Currently 

Occupied Rural Settlements project (CORS).  As 

part of this Carenza Lewis gave a lecture at the 

Civic Centre in Welwyn.  The lecture was well 

attended and successful.  Many thanks are due to 

Nick Tracken for selling tickets and advertising 

the lecture so successfully. 

The winter lecture season is almost upon us 

and Daphne has put together an excellent series of 

lectures to entertain and inform us.  Do check the 

dates, however, because prior room bookings 

mean that we occasionally have three weeks 

between talks. 

The autumn coach outing this year will be 

to Salisbury Plain to visit a variety of prehistoric 

sites such as Avebury and West Kennett long 

barrow ending up in Salisbury.  I am trying to 

organise a knowledgeable guide. Bring suitable 

footwear as it can be quite muddy at some of the 

sites.  

In order to attract new members to the 

Society I will be running an evening class on 

“Archaeological Field Techniques” to members of 

the Society for a small charge to cover the room 

hire.  If you are interested in attending, please 

contact Clare Lewis. 

 

Kris Lockyear, Noviodunum, 31st August 2009
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Meet the Committee

Kris Lockyear (Chair and Director). 

I joined the Society in 

December 1975 as a keen 11 

year old, and my first 

excavation was at Chapel 

Wood in the following year.  

I worked at Wroxeter every 

summer from 1980–1984, 

and spent three years 

working as a professional 

field archaeologist.  I gained 

degrees from Durham, Southampton and the 

Institute of Archaeology, UCL, where I am now a 

lecturer.  Since 2000 I have also been co-director 

of the Noviodunum Archaeological Project. 

 

Clare Lewis (General Secretary) 

 After being a teacher for 

about 30 years, three 

years ago I decided to 

retire early and learn 

more about archaeology. 

I did a course on 

Archaeology in Britain at 

Birkbeck College and 

started to do voluntary 

work at Harlow Museum.  

I’ve been an active 

member of WAS for 13 years and have always 

enjoyed the practical side of the work the society 

does. I became more involved in the society and 

last year formally took on the position of 

Secretary. 

  

Jenny Searle (Minutes Secretary) 

I spent one third of my adult 

life as a physiotherapist, one 

third working at ICI as a lab 

technician and one third 

working with WAS and the 

WEA.  My student anatomy 

lessons became useful 30 

years later, luckily I had kept 

my text books! 

 

Daphne Goddard  (Meetings Secretary). 

I joined the Society in 

September 1969, and have 

been the Secretary for over 

30 years. I have now retired 

from QEII having worked 

there for 41 years. I have 

now joined The British 

Foundation, as a volunteer one morning a week. 

Nick Tracken (Committee member) 

I'd always wanted to 

dig up old things, and 

now I do. It's opened 

up a whole new world 

for me and I enjoy 

every minute of it. I've 

learnt so much since 

joining and I really 

wish I'd started earlier, 

and my wife is 

delighted that it gets 

me out the house… Hmmm. 

 

Adrian Toole (Committee member) 

As well as being active 

in the work of the 

Society I also have 

many interests in the 

conservation movement 

and am active in this 

regard in WGC.  I am 

currently splitting my 

time between 

Hertfordshire and 

Devon which makes it 

hard to spend as much 

time with the Society as 

I would wish. 

 

Treasurer 

It is with regret that I have to announce that Cliff 

Hassell has decided to step down from the 

Committee.  Cliff continued in his role over the 

summer, for which we are very thankful.  At the 

first meeting of the season Alistair Campbell has 

offered to take up the role of treasurer, which is 

marvellous news.  Many thanks Alistair! 

 

Coach Outing 
The Autumn coach trip on the 24th October will be 

to visit the stone circle at Avebury, the Neolithic 

long barrow at West Kennet, then on to Silbury 

Hill.  In the afternoon we will go to Salisbury for 

a few hours.  Pick-up at 9am (Welwyn Civic 

Centre) and 9.10am (behind the Police Station, 

WGC).  Tickets cost £18.  Please make cheques 

payable to Kris Lockyear and send them to: Nick 

Tracken, Glendower, 10A Oaklea Wood, 

Welwyn, Herts. AL6 0PJ. 
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WAS and the CORS Project 
 

The Currently Occupied Rural Settlements 

Project is a major research project run by Carenza 

Lewis from the MacDonald Institute of 

Archaeological Science at the University of 

Cambridge.  I first came across this project when 

Carenza presented her work to the Society of 

Antiquaries of London.  The project has two main 

aims. 

Firstly, it aims to understand the 

development of villages in south eastern England.  

Up until this project, most research into 

settlements of this period concentrated on 

deserted or shrunken villages due to the problems 

inherent in investigating living villages.  The 

project aims to dig as many 1m x 1m test holes in 

a village as possible.  These holes are usually 

located in people’s back gardens, or in other open 

areas around the village.  The finds from these 

test-pits are then plotted on a series of maps 

showing the development of the village over time 

and allowing an insight into the history of the 

settlement. 

Secondly, the project is part of the 

“Higher Education Fieldwork Academy”, an 

outreach project intended to give young people, 

usually from urban areas, experience of both 

practical field archaeology and a taste of the 

English countryside.  Due to this, the instructions 

for excavating the test-pits come in a well-written 

and clear guidebook which is accompanied by a 

simple recording booklet.   

As part of the activities during Welwyn 

Festival Week we excavated three test pits in 

Welwyn.  Over the rest of the summer, despite 

being rained off twice, we excavated another four 

test pits bringing our total to seven.  We have a 

long way to go to complete with Pirton who have 

excavated over 40 test pits so far.  The results 

have been mixed.  A piece of Roman tile was 

discovered in Mimram Walk, and Roman pottery 

has been found in most of the holes.  Medieval 

pottery has been found in two locations so far, as 

well as some lovely pieces of lego and a couple of 

marbles from one of our trenches.  The Society 

would like to thank all those people who help dig 

the holes, and everyone who was willing to let us 

dig a trench in their garden.  Tim Sly, of the 

University of Southampton, also plotted some of 

our trenches using a DGPS. 

We are planning more work in the village.  

One of the more exciting propects is being 

allowed to work in the gardens of the Manor 

House, Welwyn.  The manor house seems a likely 

location for the Roman settlement which must 

have existed at Welwyn.  We plan to undertake 

both a resistivity and a magnetometry survey, and 

then put in a test trench based on the results.  If 

anyone is willing to allow us to dig a test-pit in 

their garden, or want to help, please get in touch. 

In the long run, comparing the results 

with Tony Rook’s work on the development of 

Welwyn (published in Welwyn: A Guide and 

Simple History) will be an interesting and 

informative exercise, and allow the Society to 

contribute to this major project. 

Preliminary results from the main CORS 

project have been published by Carenza.  An 

article published in the Medieval Settlements 

Research Group is available online at: 

http://www.arch.cam.ac.uk/aca/articles/MSR

Greport05.pdf  There is also a major article 

published in the journal Medieval 

Archaeology for 2007 (Vol 51: 133–163). 
 

Figure 1: Clare and Nick excavating the first of the 

CORS test pits in Welwyn. 

Figure 2: Clare and Caroline record the trench. 

http://www.arch.cam.ac.uk/aca/articles/MSRGreport05.pdf
http://www.arch.cam.ac.uk/aca/articles/MSRGreport05.pdf
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An update on the work at Hawbush Rise 

By Tony Rook, Clare Lewis and Kris Lockyear
  

Post-excavation work on the material from the 

“Great White Hole” (as our excavation at 

Hawbush Close is fondly known) is progressing 

well although there is still much to do. 

Maggie Taylor offered to examine the 

samian for us and has compiled a remarkable list 

of 440 entries.  We all knew that samian was 

common from the site, but I do not think we knew 

quite how common!  This may be because we are 

excavating in a cemetery and past experience has 

shown that samian vessels are not uncommon as 

grave goods and we may be dealing with material 

from burials which has eroded into the hole.  

Maybe!  Maggie has had problems with her hip-

replacement operation, however, and is hors de 

combat.  Understandably, she isn’t feeling quite 

up to completing the job by doing rubbings of the 

decorated sherds so we are hoping to visit her to 

collect the pottery and at the same time get 

instructions about what we can do ourselves. We 

all wish her a speedy recovery.  Meanwhile, Clare 

has enrolled on a samian course at Birkbeck 

college. 

 Tim Marwood kindly offered to input all 

Maggie’s data into an Excel spreadsheet for which 

we are all very grateful.  This means that we can 

now sort the data by any of the information we 

have, especially into context order.  By examining 

this information we can, we hope, make some 

conclusions as to how fast the various phases of 

infilling took place.  Some parts of the fill, 

especially the so-called ‘Viennetta layers’ (Figure 

3) obviously took some time to accumulate but 

other layers look more like rapid periods of 

deliberate infill.  Kris aims to process the 

magnetic susceptibility data collected by Les 

Mather which will also help us to examine this 

problem. 

  

The coarse pottery from the excavation is 

by far the most common material found.  Tony 

started the analysis by picking out the various rim 

forms for illustration and has drawn about 400 of 

them.  Clare has divided the pottery into fabrics 

(Figure 4). With the help of Keith Fitzpatrick 

Matthews, the North Herts Archaeology Officer 

and Chris Lydamore from the Museum of Harlow, 

the majority of the different fabrics have been 

identified. Most of the pottery that has been 

looked at has been manufactured locally, either in 

the Verulamium area or the Hadham area. These 

two sources account for probably over 90% of the 

coarse wares. There is a small amount of pottery 

from other parts of the country such as the Nene 

Valley, Oxford and Colchester and there are a few 

pieces from across the channel, North and Eastern 

Gaul.  To make the identification of the pottery 

easier for this site, and other sites in the Welwyn 

area, a fabric reference series has been 

established. The information is being recorded on 

a database using Access. There is still a fair 

amount of pottery to process, if any one would 

like help and to learn more about Roman pottery 

please contact Clare on 01920 830798 or 

clarelew@hotmail.co.uk.  We are still looking for 

Figure 4: Processing pottery on a Friday night at the Old 

Rectory, Welwyn 

Figure 3: The section showing the "Vienetta"  layer at 

the far end. 

mailto:clarelew@hotmail.co.uk
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specialists to work on the amphorae and the 

mortaria. 

 One of Kris’ students, Alex Mulhall, has 

completed a study of the animal bones Hawbush 

Rise for his MSc dissertation.  He also included 

the bones from the Queen Victoria site across the 

road.  His dissertation is currently being examined 

and we wish him well and look forward to seeing 

the final piece.  He will write the specialist report 

for us to be included in the final publication. 

Again, many thanks are due. 

 The various “small finds” (artefacts other 

than pot and bone!) remain to be studied and 

drawn.  Adrian Popescu of the Fitzwilliam 

Museum, University of Cambridge, is examining 

the coins.  One big (and mucky) job which 

remains is the processes of the soil samples to 

extract snails.  Any volunteers? 

 Post-excavation is a lengthy process, but 

we are slowly working our way through the 

information we have to write the final report.  

Tony had a display at the Council for Independent 

Archaeologists Annual Conference in the hopes of 

finding enlightenment as to the unusual burial 

practices found at this site.

  

Lower Rivers Field 
By Kris Lockyear

Towards the end of the hot summer of 1976 the 

Society excavated a small Romano-British 

cremation cemetery at Lower Rivers Field.  A 

short report of this was published in the Winter 

2005 newsletter.  We had given the bones to a 

specialist  in Cambridge in 1978, and in about 

2005 I went and retrieved them as it was clear no 

report was likely to be forthcoming!  One of my 

students has now analysed the bones for her 

undergraduate dissertation and we will be able to 

move forward on the post-excavation and 

publication of this small site.   

Putting the cemetery into some sort of 

context is needed, however.  An aerial photograph 

of the site taken by Tony Rook suggested that 

there might be some linear features running across 

the field.  Last spring, the Institute of 

Archaeology purchased a Bartington 

magnetometer and we decided to try it out at 

Lower Rivers Field.  An area 140m x 80m was 

surveyed.  The results (Figure 6) showed an egg-

shaped feature which is approximately where the 

cemetery was found.  To test these results a small 

1x 5m trench was put in 

across one edge of the 

feature.  The test trench 

showed that the subsoil was 

about 60cm down over the 

lighter areas, but more than 

80cm down over the darker 

areas.  This could represent 

a ditch?  Very few finds 

were made, but there does 

seem to be potential for 

further work next summer. 

Many thanks to 

everyone who turned out to 

help move pegs and strings 

for survey, and to help 

excavate the test trench..   

 

 

Figure 6: The results of the magnetometry survey at Lower Rivers Field 

Figure 5: The magnetometer survey in action. 
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The things I did last summer 

Kris Lockyear 
 

Many of you will know that every summer I 

disappear for three months and return looking 

tanned and hassled.  The Noviodunum 

Archaeological Project has featured in a couple of 

my lectures to the Society, and will feature once 

more at the last lecture of the autumn season.  

Although I don’t want this piece to be a spoiler 

for that lecture, I thought it would be of interest to 

members to hear about some aspects of the work 

(and play) at Noviodunum.   

Firstly, the digging is only a small part of 

the story.  At the end of the 2008 season we had 

recorded 1.1 tonnes of pottery!  By the end of 

2009 our team had recorded 61,571 pieces of 

pottery weighing 893kg. There are about 3,000 

“small finds” of which about 800 are glass bangle 

fragments.  Clare Lewis was instrumental in 

helping record the pottery in 2008, and Frankie 

Saxton has been drawing the finds in 2008 and 

2009.  The team is fondly known as the “barn 

bunnies”! 

Obviously, we do not work all the time 

and on our days off head out to interesting places 

such as the large port city of Constanţa.  This 

year, for the first time, we visited the medieval 

castle at Enisala.  This castle is situated on a 

limestone outcrop overlooking two of the lakes 

which lie at the edges of the Danube delta and the 

Black Sea.  Although the remains are not the most 

exciting castle I have visited, its location is 

stunning and it was a delight to visit on a hot 

Sunday afternoon.  We were all very excited when 

a wild tortoise was discovered in the excavation 

trench. 

Now that the main project is over, there is 

still an enormous amount of work to do.  Over the 

next few months members of the team will be 

sorting out the databases and the records from the 

project.  We are having one last season of post-

excavation work next year, and then I have a year-

long sabbatical to write the project up.  Although 

that sounds an enormous luxury, I will have my 

work cut out to complete such an enormous 

volume in that time. 

 
Figure 9: The castle 

at Enisala. 

 

The three directors, 

myself, Adi 

Popescu and Tim 

Sly are only the top 

of an enormous 

crew without which 

the project could 

not have happen 

and to whom we are 

very grateful.  

Archaeology is very 

much a team 

activity, and that is one of the things that makes it 

fun. 

To find out more about the project, come 

to my lecture on the 27th of November. 

Figure 7: the barn bunnies in 2008. 

Figure 8: A ceramic net sinker drawn by Frankie 

Saxton 
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Lecture programme 

2009–2010. 
 

2009 

Sept. 25th The end of Roman Baldock (or why 

everyone went Shopping in Hitchin in 1066) 

by Keith Matthews. 

 

Oct. 9th The Myth of Aztec Sacrifice by Dr. 

Elizabeth Graham. 

 

Oct. 23rd Time Team excavations in St. 

Albans by Simon West. 

 

Nov 6th Exploring the Icknield Way by Paul 

Palmer. 

  

Nov. 27th Noviodunum: the final installment 

by Kris Lockyear. 

 

2010 

Jan. 29th Mudlarking in the Thames at 

London: The City’s history seen from the 

River by Peter Clayton. 

                                                                             

Feb. 12th Roman Invasion by John Smith. 

 

Feb. 26th Living with an Archaeologist. Part 

2 by Merle Rook. 

 

Mar. 12th TBA. by Lyn Blackmore. 

 

Mar. 26th  AGM and Things we did last 

summer. 

 

An Evening Class in Practical 
Archaeology 

 
Kris is teaching an evening class for members of 

the Society in practical archaeology.  It is based 

on his course at the Institute of Archaeology, 

University College London.  The course is open to 

all members of the Society and costs £25 for all 

ten classes or £3 per class.  The charge is to cover 

the cost of the hall.  The class is taking place on 

Wednesday evenings at the Parish Rooms, 

Lockley’s Drive Welwyn, 7.30pm–9.30pm.  Each 

lecture will be as self-contained as possible so that 

if you cannot attend the whole course, it will still 

be worthwhile to come to some of the classes.  

The schedule is: 

 

07/10.   Aerial photography 

14/10.   Field walking survey 

21/10.   Geophysics 

04/11.   Surveying 

11/11.   No Class 

18/11.   Stratigraphy and dating 

25/11.   Recording on digs (planning, sections, 

photography) 

02/12.   Analysing finds 

09/12.   Environmental Archaeology 

16/12.   Post Excavation and publication 
 
There will be opportunities to for some practical 

sessions on Sundays including geophysical 

survey, surveying and field walking.  Kris hopes 

to run a small training excavation next summer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perhaps these two images should be a caption 

competition?
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WELWYN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY: CONSTITUTION
 

Aims 

The Society shall exist for the promotion of archaeology and 

the public awareness of it, for example, by holding lectures, 

discussions and training courses, carrying out research, 

recording and publishing. 

 

Membership 

Membership shall be open to all at the discretion of the 

committee after payment of an annual subscription, as agreed 

by the committee and ratified at the AGM by the 

membership. Visitors are welcome at society meetings, 

however regular attendance requires membership.  Due to 

insurance concerns, only members will be allowed to 

participate in fieldwork.  

 

Privileges of membership 

 

The privileges of membership shall be as follows 

 

(i) To participate in functions, meetings 

and activities arranged by the Society. 

(ii) To receive the Society’s newsletter. 

(iii) To use facilities made available by or 

to the Society 

(iv) To participate in and vote in general 

meetings of the Society and in the 

election of  its officers 

 

Fieldwork 

Members may take part in fieldwork under the aegis of the 

Society only at the discretion of the committee or elected 

Director. 

 

Officers of the Society 

All members of the new committee should be proposed by 

the old committee and/or proposed and seconded by two 

ordinary members of the Society, and approved by the 

membership at a general meeting. 

 

The committee shall be constituted as follows 

(i) A Chair: duties to include day-to-day 

administration, calling meetings, issue of 

newsletters and production of an annual report 

for the AGM.  The Chair is the senior 

representative official of the Society. 

(ii) A Director who shall be responsible for the 

supervision of fieldwork, health and safety 

during fieldwork and approval of those taking 

part fieldwork. The Director should also take 

responsibility for ensuring that results of 

fieldwork are published and the archive 

lodged with the relevant authorities.  The 

Director should be someone with relevant 

archaeological experience to undertake these 

tasks. 

(iii) A Treasurer: duties to include recording of 

finances, preparation of an annual report for 

the AGM and control of membership 

subscriptions. 

(iv) A General Secretary: duties to include 

organizing social functions, taking and issuing  

of minutes at committee meetings. 

(v) A Meetings Secretary: duties to include 

arranging the production of a programme for 

the year. 

(vi) Two ordinary members 

 

The committee should normally consist of a minimum of five 

officers.  Positions on the committee may be combined if 

agreed at the AGM by the membership.  The committee has 

the right to co-opt additional members as required.  If a 

Committee position is open after the AGM the committee 

may co-opt an Officer to be ratified at the next AGM. 

 

Finances 

Officers of the Committee may incur expenses on behalf of 

the Society with the agreement of the Treasurer up to £250.  

Expenditure of sums greater than £250 requires agreement of 

a majority of the Committee.  Agreement may be gained by 

the Treasurer either by email, telephone or a meeting of the 

Committee. 

 

Honorary Positions 

 

The Society may adopt one or more Honorary Presidents as 

patrons of the Society.  Honorary Presidents are intended to 

be eminent archaeologists and enhance the reputation of the 

Society.  The Society may also adopt other honorary officials 

either annually or for life.  Honorary officials do not sit on 

the Committee. 

 

Subscription 

Annual subscription shall be suggested by the committee and 

ratified by members at the AGM. 

 

Business Meetings 

(i) A general meeting of members shall be the final 

authority on Society business. 

(ii) A general meeting shall be held each March to 

receive reports from the Treasurer, the Chairman 

and the Director and to elect new officers for the 

committee. 

(iii) The financial year shall be at the discretion of the 

treasurer. 

(iv) A general meeting shall be called by the Committee 

or at the request of six members with an agenda at 

least four weeks before the meeting. 

(v) The Committee shall meet at least twice per year. 

An agenda shall be issued to committee members 

and displayed to membership at least two weeks 

before each meeting. Minutes of the meeting shall 

be issued within two weeks of the meeting and 

displayed at the next Society meeting. 

(vi) A quorum shall consist of one half of the 

committee officers. 

 

Examination of accounts 

 

A person not related to the committee shall examine the 

accounts once per year. 

 

Insurance 

 

The society shall be insured against accidents on excavations 

and at places attended by members. 

 

Disposal of funds 

In the event that the society disbands, the residual funds 

should be disposed of as agreed by the committee and 

approved by at least half the membership at a general 

meeting. 


